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d-May 19^4 Soiu'ce in company of I'lLs friend , vicited the 
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premises of tha Associazione Italia-OHSo in Itome^ 47 Piazza della Repub'olica 






c/> 



ijhere he had a talk with the librarian of the locaited there library of -Soviet 



C3 lAJ O 

cu 3c _ publications# Having loimd only a xev/ Soviet Lij^rainian books .and journals, 
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^ ^ OQ oc csSource used that as topic to be discussed not only vdth the librarian but the 
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Sxibject IrLmself , as v;ell. Sug esting tlrat they should have a separate Jirrainian 
department in their library Source found quite a positive response on the 
part of Subject vdio proiiiised to thinlx the ria.tter over and at least to order 
more Soviet Ukrainian books. On tills occasion he stressed tliat this will be 
done not through MezhdunaTOdnaya Knl^a but from ICiev directly because-as he put 
v/e prefer to deal directly rath individual republics instead of gding through 
the central red tape in LIoscow''. 

Subject informed Source about t\io forthcoming 19-day3 guided 
touns to the Soviet Union ( on 1 July and, L August 1904) and siig" ested that 
Source irLmself could go on one of them# He mentioned also that some tjjne tills 
year the^^ were expecting some Sovdet scientists, cinematographers and other 
cultural activists for whom the Assmeiasione will organize public lectures 



rtings# On the whole, Subject seemed to te quite v/illing to maintain contact 



Source and asked him to come again. 
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hod a loiy.'sr talk vdAth ;;oiAbjsGtea.o;ain. 
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iU'iionp; othei' tilings Source sug/iested tiiot the Associa^iio ne sliould sliov; a ?;;rsatcr 
interest in indivichuil oo'Griet leirablics ;.;nd o.ccoidinaly also ini'orn Italian 



public a'ijout then. Ip, dovj-ca ' s viei.? ijaperialistic and .ci. 1 auvinj. 3 tic iiu.'nian 
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foaturas of tha Soviist cor^.-iuTrlsm ancl in particular ^..ovist j.x!tionalitios nolic''' 



ctirccpoci a r'l'.prro no:a--riu.ra ians, v;ore 



\:c:;a boLind to conproriac it co.:rolotoly. Itnlian coar nrrintr: oioiil.d not identify 
■aL'-oir cGiioG ’Ol Lib. blia’G iCLnci. cor;i...Liir;. ciii bu.t trey to olru'-imaie Rns' ian ixiroorialistic 

elciients and firht for national com; iinivst otates of all nations inside the UdfR, 
Subject agreed vrith Source and made some sir;iilar statements to the 
sane effect. Ke nentioned also some of hj.s op'n erqrsriences irlth ;tovs to 
substantiate liis assertions. Thus, tubject said, ” in the beginning the 
Associazione vfac to conduct all its business onj-v ttn?ough HqScovj and not ttii’ough 
capitals of individual republics”. Pretty soon they discovrased tlxat there was 
a tremendous raess and red tape in Mqsj^ow, often they had to v/ait for months for 
HEH an ansuer, not rarely there uas no reply at all. Finally the Associazione 
diecicted. to categorically asn l-oscow to allou than to comrimicate directly vith 
individral republics, and only " after a lonq^ fight v/e obtained such permission". 

" IToW v;'s can write directly to liev or i-Hnsk". dubject added tha,t in the 
mBantime he made qrite a few friends in Kiev, 

■Subject agreed that - as he pht it - "Russians indeed, have distorted 
comipunist idea", "We (Italian comurists) criticise them verjr strongly for that 
and try to discuss these problems with them. He point out to many negative featm-es 
of their system, such as for instance their heavT bureaucratic macline v/hich 
haiiipers the whole socio-economic developm.ent of the Soviet Union, We point 
out to lack of freedom for circulation of other than their own ideas in the 
Soviet Union w/iicti causes an anoriialy in mental and cultiiral development of 
Soviet peoples". 

"The latter - Subject strerw-ed - are already mature abd there is no 
need to separate aaid isolate them irom the rest of tl'ie v/orld. Russians 
wfant to build com;.auism by liding reality but this is, silly". 

Referring again to the Associazione Subject said that "when the 
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Association v/as being organized Moscoh demanded that it remainal only a 
station of their ovm propaganda in Italy, ' He vehemently protested telling 
them that Italian people can not be fooled around and chaated. At one time 
there were dishonest people who misinformed us when telling us about the USSR, 

Mow, hoviaver, either v;e idll present the Soviet Union so as it is or there ijill 
be no Associazione at all. And the Russians had to give in 

Subject complained about the lack of freedom for art and literature 
in the Soviet Union, As an example he mentioned the folovjing story ; 

"Recently \ie (Associazione) proposed t Soviets to organize in Moscov; an exposition 
of Italian painters. They agreed, to. But p'hen we presented them with the list 
of our painters and paintinf-s to be exhibited , they (in koscou) crossed out 



all those vrhom they considered 'unsuitable' , mainly all abstractionists and ' 
formalists, vie replied that we want to exhibit Italian present art so as it 
really .is, in^ all its variations and styles , and if they don't want to accept 
it so, then there vjill be no e:qposition at all- . Indeed, there w-as no exposition," 
Subject \!P.3 also very critical of the Soviet society and its t;;/pical 
represantives. He said: " The so rddely praised by Russians, Soviet ps3''cho logical 
t’/pe - homo sovieticus - is notliing but a real misery, I met and tall-Klrith 
thousand of various Eoviet people , of dif erent occupations, from different 
plaxtes, and I learned very v/ell their psychology. Its main featm-es ai-e^ , 

panic-like fear of 'nachalstvo' , of superiors; Immillty extending toaba servant. 
General apathy for everything, no creative prospective for tte future, 
frightening mental infantalisra . They 8r,:tol what they are -doing as though 
really sometliing yet unhea.rd of irhereas we, here in the West, often regard, these 
things as primitive. Ue invite them to our conferences, they come and tell us 
such siiaplicities and with such a 'scholarly' iioBipmisrisss pomposity that we feel 
asharaed in front of our scholars. On ce, after one of those conferences, we 
gathered in the Associazione and in presence of a represantative of the Soviet 
Srabassv and one of those '"oroiessors' himself, criticized the level of iiis_ perfor— 
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mance at the conference. In consequence, all further already planned conferences 
vrlth the same 'professor' were cancelled b;;/' the representative of the Embassy". 

According to Subject ";3oviets in the Embassy are trying usua.lly 
to adjust their 'ps;/chology' to our normnl, Italian, But I have discovered that 
they quickly return to it as soon as they come back home, " 

3. Subject told SoiTrce that they were e:qDecting in September Bolshoi 
in Italy in excliange for Della Scala for Moscow, He also promised to tell 
Source about other arrivals of vSovs to Italy that vfill be sponsored by 
Associaakone, 
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